Annual Report of the
British Columbia Dental Hygienists’ Association
2019-2020

Message from the Chair
This has been an extraordinary year for BCDHA. We began the year with a new
Executive Director, who has strong knowledge and understanding of government
and advocacy work. The Board tasked Andrea Burton with working to help
eradicate the 365-Day-Rule, increasing our government and public awareness and
ensuring the ongoing operations of the organization. As a result, throughout the
summer and fall, the BCDHA spent significant time holding consultations with
members, seeking direction on drafts of official documents, and providing
information through webinars and other activities to help inform the members
position on these changes.
While consultations were ongoing, Government also announced proposed changes to the Health
Professions Act, including the intent to amalgamate all four Oral Health Colleges into one College.
These overlapping regulatory changes were challenging and continued until BCDHA, like all other
organizations around the world, was forced to reorganize operations in order to be responsive to
COVID-19.
Dental Hygienists across BC are passionate and committed to their role in improving the oral and
overall health of British Columbians. Our profession provincially is stronger than it has ever been,
and yet the world around us is uncertain across every sector. Advocating effectively with
government, the public, the media, and stakeholders is going to be key to our success, and we look
forward to your involvement as we move forward.
Sincerely,

Tammy Gulevich, DHP(C)
Chair

2019-2020 Board of Directors

Tammy Gulevich, Chair
Northern BC Director
2019-2022

Bev Jackson
Victoria Director
2017-2020

Mandy McGill – Vice-Chair
Kootenay Director
2017-2020

Tamara Maniec
Upper Island Director
2019-2022

Karl Gunderson
Interior Director
2017-2020

Susan Schmitz
Vancouver Director
2019-2022

Mandy Hayre
Education Director
2016-2020

Leta Zaleski
Upper Fraser Valley Director
2019-2022

BCDHA Activities 2019-2020
GLOBAL END:
BCDHA exists so that members are connected to a progressive, respected profession working to
improve the health and well-being of British Columbians *.
*…at a cost that compares favourably with other health professional associations in the province.
**…includes current, student, retired and non-practicing
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All members**
are actively
engaged as
owners.

• Members have relevant opportunities to develop professionally.
• Members have a safe and healthy work environment.
• Members are connected to their professional community.

Refresher Modules

Student Awards

Yukon Road Show by UBC dental hygiene student members.
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Virtual Study Clubs
Webinars
o Vaccine Hesitancy – What does the Dental Hygienist need to know?
o Regulatory Changes – What you need to know!
o Antibiotic Stewardship – It’s time we heard the truth.
o Income Protection for the Dental Hygienist
Targeted Surveys – Employment and Payscale Information
Member consultation on regulatory and policy responses
Hosted coffee chats with IDHPs and met together during PDC
Issues Tracking and Management
The Refresher Program Modules
Resources available free of charge to members include:
o oral health education materials
o practice tools (salary survey, sample contracts, information on self-employment,
articles and more)
o Banner and advertising equipment available to ‘borrow’ for events.
Student and Outstanding Member Awards

The public values
dental hygienists
as primary care
providers.

• The public is knowledgeable about dental hygienists and their
unique contributions.
• The public has access to care from dental hygienists without
barriers

Advertising Campaign

Vancouver Baby & Family Fair

Caring Campaign 2019
Providence in the Park

• Vancouver Baby & Family Fair
• Anti-Stigma Program
• Participated in “Providence in the Park” providing hygiene for those living on the
Downtown Eastside
• Began work with the Ministry of Health to explore the role of including dental hygiene
in Nurse Practitioner-led clinics, or NPs working as part of a team in a dental hygiene clinic.
• "Dental Hygienists Do More” Advertising Campaign (billboards, social media)
• Member Grants
• Caring Campaign

The profession
continues to
advance.
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BCDHA actively supports the advancement of dental hygiene education.
BCDHA supports a diversity of careers within the profession.
BCDHA supports research to contribute to the dental hygiene body of
knowledge.
BCDHA is a catalyst for growth and innovation.

UBC Dental Hygiene Graduates
BCDHA Executive Director, Andrea Burton (R) at UBC Awards

First Meeting of 26 Health Professional Associations in BC
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Dental Hygiene Program Grants
Participation in Program Advisory Committees
Co-founded the Coalition of Health Professional associations
Strengthened stakeholder relationships with CDHBC, BCDA, CDHA, government and others
Regular presentations to students in dental hygiene student programs
Student ‘job shadow’ opportunities with the BCDHA Executive Director
Providing support and education for dental hygiene students in the fourth year UBC
advocacy course.

Policy makers
recognize dental
hygienists as
primary health care
providers.

• Policy makers recognize dental hygienists as integral to the health
care system.
• Policy makers include dental hygienists in developing and
implementing healthy public policy.
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Regulatory Changes, including eradication of the 365-Day Rule
BCDHA attended 15 news conferences with the BC Minister of Health and Premier
Ongoing discussion with the Ministry of Health regarding the role of dental hygienists in
primary care
On-on-One meetings with political appointments and civil servants to advocate for
changes to regulations, increase awareness of dental hygiene issues
Strengthening and building a positive relationship with partners and stakeholders:
o BC Dental Association
o BC Ministry of Advanced Education
o BC Ministry of Health
o Canadian Dental Hygienists Association
o Certified Association of Dental Assistants
o College of Dental Hygienists of BC
o College of Dental Surgeons of BC
o Dental Technicians of BC
o Denturist Association of BC

