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ɐWhere progress is 

desired, change is 

inevitableɑ 
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UBC CE for Dental Hygienists 

Discount tickets from Broadway Across Canada 

After many years where virtually no changes        

occurred in terms of dental hygiene regulation in 

the province of British Columbia, the last few 

months have seen a flurry of activity. Many dental 

hygienists have contacted us seeking clarity on the 

various consultations that seem to be occurring 

simultaneously, and there is both excitement and 

concern about the path forward for the profession in 

this province. For this issue of Outlook, we wanted 

to provide you with a bit of a óstoryô to explain what 

has happened since August and give you an idea of 

what to look for in the coming weeks and months. 

 

Dental Hygiene Regulations and Bylaws 

 

In August 2019, the Ministry of Health posted Proposed Amendments to the Dental         

Hygienists Regulation.  Proposed amendments are posted for three months, during which 

time anyone (dental hygienists, other health professionals, the public, etc.) is welcome to 

submit their comments, concerns or suggested edits to government. This process was 

completed on December 2, 2019 when the consultation period closed. BCDHA believes 

that these regulations are a huge step forward for dental hygiene in the province, and 

while there is always more work to be done, if they are finalized they will bring the        

profession to a much more level playing field in Canada. 

 

In response to the proposed amendments, the College of Dental Hygienists of BC then    

became responsible for interpreting the new regulations and adapting their bylaws         

(Continued on page 2) 
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BCDHA at the Pacific Dental Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Come by and visit the BCDHA booth located on 

level 1 of the Vancouver Convention Centre West    

building, across from the registration area.   

 

If you need a place to relax, eat your lunch, or just 

to enjoy a complimentary cup of coffee or tea the 

BCDHA Hospitality Suite is located in Suite 223.  

accordingly. The College itself is responsible for giving notice of proposed bylaw amendments, including 

posting them on the College website for a three month consultation period, and filing these bylaw changes 

with the Minister. Filed bylaws come into force 60 days after the date of filing, unless the Minister either 

disallows the change or specifies an earlier date, or the College withdraws the change. The College posted 

their Proposed Bylaw Amendments in November, and this consultation remains open to all dental hygienists 

to provide feedback until February 7, 2020. We encourage all dental hygienist to visit the College website, 

read the bylaws and provide comments and recommendations directly to the College before the close of the 

consultation period. 

 

Lastly, the proposed Dental Hygienists Regulation Amendments also require enhanced standards, limits, or 

conditions to be established so that dental hygienists can apply X-rays and engage in private dental hygiene 

practices. The College is currently consulting on new standards, limits and conditions and dental hygienists 

are welcome to review the proposed changes and provide feedback directly to the College by the end of 

January 2020.    

 

Changes to how ALL health professions are regulated 
 

In addition to the proposed regulatory changes that are specific to dental hygiene, government is             

contemplating significant changes to how all health professions are regulated in the province. In April 2019, 

Government published An Inquiry into the Performance of the College of Dental Surgeons of British        

Columbia and the Health Professions Act (commonly called óThe Cayton Reportô). This document included          

extensive recommendations around how British Columbia could more effectively regulate health professions 

in the interest of public safety. Government formed a steering committee and undertook a short             

consultation, inviting suggestions, comments and responses to the report. In May, BCDHA submitted a 

strong response with our suggestions for how British Columbia could move ahead to modernize our health 

regulatory framework. 

Change...(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Denise Pawlyshyn - Clean Between        

celebrating 8 years 

Paulette Reid - Sidney By-The-Sea Dental 

Hygiene Clinic celebrating 3 years 

Heather Mayhew - Floss Dental Hygiene 

Services Inc. celebrating 11 years 

Image by mohamed Hassan from Pixabay   

Congratulations to these Independent 

Dental Hygiene Practitioners celebrating 

January anniversaries! 

 

In November, the Government Steering Committee released Modernizing the provincial health profession 

regulatory framework: A paper for consultation and proceeded with a consultation which ran from Nov. 27, 

2019 to Jan. 10, 2020 via an online survey and written submission. These recommendations are significant 

for dental hygienists and include the amalgamation of all oral health colleges into one college, changes to 

board structure and representation, impacts on fees, etc. It is important that all dental hygienists review this 

paper and take every opportunity to learn about the changes as the province moves forward. 

 

BCDHA provided a written response to the consultation paper and met with government to discuss our      

questions and concerns. The BCDHA has posted frequently asked questions on our website for dental        

hygienists to view. Itôs important to note however, that the BCDHA has many of the same questions you may 

have and we are still trying to learn more about the recommendations and how they will be rolled out. For 

the time being BCDHA will neither endorse nor reject the recommendations proposed by           

government. We are following this process closely however and are committed to being engaged with     

government as they make final decisions and move toward modernizing health regulation in British            

Columbia. 

 

It is certainly a complex and unique time in the history of professional regulation in the province, and dental 

hygiene is in the midst of significant change which will roll out over the next few months and years. It is in 

the best interest of all dental hygienists to be familiar with the potential changes, understand the impact 

they will have on you and your practice, and be ready with your ideas and questions moving forward. BCDHA 

welcomes your feedback and input as we navigate these changes with our partner associations, government 

and the college.   

 

Please feel welcome to check this website for updates, opportunities to consult, webinars and information 

sessions relating to all of these changes.   

Change...(Continued from page 2) 

Tammy Gulevich  

Chair 

Andrea Burton 

ED 
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https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/578/2019/11/Modernizing-health-profession-regulatory-framework-Consultation-Paper.pdf
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http://www.bcdha.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/20200127-Coronavirus.pdf
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2019 Caring Campaignɖ.  

Look at what we can accomplish when we 

work together! 

By Wendy Jobs, RDH, M.Ed.  

BCDHA Manager of Dental Hygiene Practice  

The British Columbia Dental Hygienistsô          

Associationôs 2nd Annual Caring Campaign has 

helped to provide dental hygiene care for      

underserved or disadvantaged British            

Columbians who might not otherwise have been 

able to access these important services. This 

project is a collaborative initiative between the 

British Columbia Dental Hygienistsô Association 

(BCDHA), corporate sponsors; Sunstar and       

Maxident, and independent dental hygiene       

practitioners across BC. 

BCDHA has worked closely with four independent dental 

hygienists to identify deserving individuals or families 

from their communities. Those candidates selected     

received preventive dental hygiene services paid for by 

the Caring Campaign.  

Here are stories from your independent dental hygiene 

colleagues that were involved in the 2019 Caring      

Campaign initiative!! 

Joyce Kwok, RDH 

 

It has been such a wonderful experience to      

participate in the 2019 Caring Program. This     

financial contribution has allowed me, an           

independent dental hygienist, to identify deserving 

(Continued on page 5) 










