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After many years where virtually no changes        

occurred in terms of dental hygiene regulation in 

the province of British Columbia, the last few 

months have seen a flurry of activity. Many dental 

hygienists have contacted us seeking clarity on the 

various consultations that seem to be occurring 

simultaneously, and there is both excitement and 

concern about the path forward for the profession in 

this province. For this issue of Outlook, we wanted 

to provide you with a bit of a ‘story’ to explain what 

has happened since August and give you an idea of 

what to look for in the coming weeks and months. 

 

Dental Hygiene Regulations and Bylaws 

 

In August 2019, the Ministry of Health posted Proposed Amendments to the Dental         

Hygienists Regulation.  Proposed amendments are posted for three months, during which 

time anyone (dental hygienists, other health professionals, the public, etc.) is welcome to 

submit their comments, concerns or suggested edits to government. This process was 

completed on December 2, 2019 when the consultation period closed. BCDHA believes 

that these regulations are a huge step forward for dental hygiene in the province, and 

while there is always more work to be done, if they are finalized they will bring the        

profession to a much more level playing field in Canada. 

 

In response to the proposed amendments, the College of Dental Hygienists of BC then    

became responsible for interpreting the new regulations and adapting their bylaws         

(Continued on page 2) 

https://www.facebook.com/theBCDHA/
https://twitter.com/BCDHA
https://www.instagram.com/bcdentalhygienists/
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/professional-regulation/dental-hygiene
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/health/practitioner-professional-resources/professional-regulation/dental-hygiene
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BCDHA at the Pacific Dental Conference 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

Come by and visit the BCDHA booth located on 

level 1 of the Vancouver Convention Centre West    

building, across from the registration area.   

 

If you need a place to relax, eat your lunch, or just 

to enjoy a complimentary cup of coffee or tea the 

BCDHA Hospitality Suite is located in Suite 223.  

accordingly. The College itself is responsible for giving notice of proposed bylaw amendments, including 

posting them on the College website for a three month consultation period, and filing these bylaw changes 

with the Minister. Filed bylaws come into force 60 days after the date of filing, unless the Minister either 

disallows the change or specifies an earlier date, or the College withdraws the change. The College posted 

their Proposed Bylaw Amendments in November, and this consultation remains open to all dental hygienists 

to provide feedback until February 7, 2020. We encourage all dental hygienist to visit the College website, 

read the bylaws and provide comments and recommendations directly to the College before the close of the 

consultation period. 

 

Lastly, the proposed Dental Hygienists Regulation Amendments also require enhanced standards, limits, or 

conditions to be established so that dental hygienists can apply X-rays and engage in private dental hygiene 

practices. The College is currently consulting on new standards, limits and conditions and dental hygienists 

are welcome to review the proposed changes and provide feedback directly to the College by the end of 

January 2020.    

 

Changes to how ALL health professions are regulated 
 

In addition to the proposed regulatory changes that are specific to dental hygiene, government is             

contemplating significant changes to how all health professions are regulated in the province. In April 2019, 

Government published An Inquiry into the Performance of the College of Dental Surgeons of British        

Columbia and the Health Professions Act (commonly called ‘The Cayton Report’). This document included          

extensive recommendations around how British Columbia could more effectively regulate health professions 

in the interest of public safety. Government formed a steering committee and undertook a short             

consultation, inviting suggestions, comments and responses to the report. In May, BCDHA submitted a 

strong response with our suggestions for how British Columbia could move ahead to modernize our health 

regulatory framework. 

Change...(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 

http://cdhbc.com/News-Events/Proposed-Bylaw-Amendments-November-2019.aspx
http://www.cdhbc.com/Practice-Resources/Public-Consultation-New-Proposed-Practice-Standar.aspx
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/professional-regulation/cayton-report-college-of-dental-surgeons-2018.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/practitioner-pro/professional-regulation/cayton-report-college-of-dental-surgeons-2018.pdf
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Denise Pawlyshyn - Clean Between        

celebrating 8 years 

Paulette Reid - Sidney By-The-Sea Dental 

Hygiene Clinic celebrating 3 years 

Heather Mayhew - Floss Dental Hygiene 

Services Inc. celebrating 11 years 

Image by mohamed Hassan from Pixabay   

Congratulations to these Independent 

Dental Hygiene Practitioners celebrating 

January anniversaries! 

 

In November, the Government Steering Committee released Modernizing the provincial health profession 

regulatory framework: A paper for consultation and proceeded with a consultation which ran from Nov. 27, 

2019 to Jan. 10, 2020 via an online survey and written submission. These recommendations are significant 

for dental hygienists and include the amalgamation of all oral health colleges into one college, changes to 

board structure and representation, impacts on fees, etc. It is important that all dental hygienists review this 

paper and take every opportunity to learn about the changes as the province moves forward. 

 

BCDHA provided a written response to the consultation paper and met with government to discuss our      

questions and concerns. The BCDHA has posted frequently asked questions on our website for dental        

hygienists to view. It’s important to note however, that the BCDHA has many of the same questions you may 

have and we are still trying to learn more about the recommendations and how they will be rolled out. For 

the time being BCDHA will neither endorse nor reject the recommendations proposed by           

government. We are following this process closely however and are committed to being engaged with     

government as they make final decisions and move toward modernizing health regulation in British            

Columbia. 

 

It is certainly a complex and unique time in the history of professional regulation in the province, and dental 

hygiene is in the midst of significant change which will roll out over the next few months and years. It is in 

the best interest of all dental hygienists to be familiar with the potential changes, understand the impact 

they will have on you and your practice, and be ready with your ideas and questions moving forward. BCDHA 

welcomes your feedback and input as we navigate these changes with our partner associations, government 

and the college.   

 

Please feel welcome to check this website for updates, opportunities to consult, webinars and information 

sessions relating to all of these changes.   

Change...(Continued from page 2) 

Tammy Gulevich  

Chair 

Andrea Burton 

ED 

https://pixabay.com/users/mohamed_hassan-5229782/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3332961
https://pixabay.com/?utm_source=link-attribution&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=image&utm_content=3332961
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/578/2019/11/Modernizing-health-profession-regulatory-framework-Consultation-Paper.pdf
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/app/uploads/sites/578/2019/11/Modernizing-health-profession-regulatory-framework-Consultation-Paper.pdf
http://www.bcdha.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/BCDHA-FAQs-Regulatory-Framework-January-28.pdf
http://www.bcdha.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/20200127-Coronavirus.pdf
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2019 Caring Campaign….  

Look at what we can accomplish when we 

work together! 

By Wendy Jobs, RDH, M.Ed.  

BCDHA Manager of Dental Hygiene Practice  

The British Columbia Dental Hygienists’          

Association’s 2nd Annual Caring Campaign has 

helped to provide dental hygiene care for      

underserved or disadvantaged British            

Columbians who might not otherwise have been 

able to access these important services. This 

project is a collaborative initiative between the 

British Columbia Dental Hygienists’ Association 

(BCDHA), corporate sponsors; Sunstar and       

Maxident, and independent dental hygiene       

practitioners across BC. 

BCDHA has worked closely with four independent dental 

hygienists to identify deserving individuals or families 

from their communities. Those candidates selected     

received preventive dental hygiene services paid for by 

the Caring Campaign.  

Here are stories from your independent dental hygiene 

colleagues that were involved in the 2019 Caring      

Campaign initiative!! 

Joyce Kwok, RDH 

 

It has been such a wonderful experience to      

participate in the 2019 Caring Program. This     

financial contribution has allowed me, an           

independent dental hygienist, to identify deserving 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Heather Cooper, RDH 
 
 
Several clients in Nanaimo living at both Kiwanis Village and Dufferin Place Long 

Term Care facilities were the lucky recipients of some free dental hygiene care 

from Harbour City Dental Hygiene. The funding was supplied by the British    

Columbia Dental Hygienists’ Association's Caring Campaign for underserved or 

disadvantaged British Columbians who might not otherwise be able to access 

these important services.  
(Continued on page 6) 

clients and help them to 

meet their oral health needs. 

I feel joyful to see that their 

dental hygiene needs were 

met. My clients tremendously 

appreciate the concerted  

efforts of our dental hygiene 

profession through the     

support of generous        

sponsors such as BCDHA,        

Maxident and Sunstar. Thank 

you for everyone involved in 

making this happen and in 

making life a little more 

beautiful!!! 

 

Larissa Mitchell, RDH 

 

As a 2019 participant of the Caring Campaign, I 

couldn’t be more grateful for the opportunity to 

provide dental hygiene care to individuals who 

have access to care challenges. 

My primary dental hygiene setting is private 

practice but five years ago I began my            

independent practice focusing on servicing long 

term care facilities. I have expanded my practice 

to include individuals who have difficulty leaving 

their homes due to either physical or mental 

health challenges.  

This past spring, I had the opportunity to meet a 

fantastic family who had experienced limited    

access to dental care for the past five years. I 

was able to provide care for twin daughters and the experience was eye opening for me. It was so very 

rewarding to provide care and education to the entire family and they, in turn, were so grateful for the    

services provided. The experience made me realize how many of our community members suffer from    

limited access to oral health care services. I love what I do and I thank BCDHA, Sunstar and Maxident for 

the opportunity to expand oral care services to my local community. 

Caring Campaign...(Continued from page 4) 
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Harbour City Dental Hygiene was selected along with 3 other 

dental hygiene practices to participate in this years' campaign 

and we chose to access seniors living in facilities that are        

already receiving mobile dental hygiene services. We            

recognize that many seniors do not have the funds to access 

these much-needed preventive services. The nursing staff at 

both facilities identified residents that had immediate need for 

dental hygiene care and during the month of July we         

completed examinations and emergent treatment for 8 clients 

and made necessary referrals to dentists and denturists.  

One client had a broken tooth that was causing a chronic     

irritation and lesion 

on the tongue.                  

We were able to 

complete Interim Stabilization Therapy (IST) to temporarily     

restore the broken tooth and relieve the irritation on the tongue 

so that the wound would have a chance to heal until the client 

had an opportunity to see a dentist.  

In total Harbour City Dental Hygiene provided over $1000 in 

free dental hygiene care - thank you BCDHA and your           

supporting partners for the opportunity to help seniors in our 

community Keep Your Smile Awhile! 

Sincerely, Heather Cooper, RDH 

Caring Campaign...(Continued from page 5) 

Pria Dhaliwal, RDH 

 

Thank you to the British Columbia Dental Hygienists’ Association for 

sponsoring the Caring Campaign, including corporate sponsors Sunstar 

and Maxident. This campaign helped the Toothbus Mobile Dental      

Hygiene Inc., to provide needed dental hygiene services to two children 

and two single working mothers with limited access to preventive oral 

health care. I was able to spend time assessing, providing periodontal 

therapy and educating my clients 

about the importance of home care 

and nutritional habits. This group 

was able to access my dental       

hygiene services from the comfort 

of their home, mothers didn’t have 

to miss work and children didn’t 

have to miss school, also not     

having to commute was a bonus.  I 

am able to bring my mobile practice 

to my clients wherever they choose 

is the best location for them. We 

were able to assist my clients with access to preventive oral health 

care; for this, we are thankful to the BCDHA for organizing this annual 

campaign. 

Thank you,  

Pria Dhaliwal, BDSc, RDH, 365-Exempt 

Owner | Toothbus | Mobile Teeth Cleaning | Teeth Whitening  

(Continued on page 7) 
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This is a paid advertisement 

ORTHODONTIC MODULE  
 

This module involves approximately 50 hours of       

instruction on expanded duties in orthodontics, and 

includes lecture presentations, clinical DVD, handouts, 

clinical instruction and supervised clinical practice. All 

participants will attend the three day lecture          

(May 20-22, 2020) together, as well as one clinical 

session.  

PROGRAM DATES: 

Lecture: May 20-22, 2020 

Clinic Session A: May 23-27, 2020 

Clinic Session B: May 30-June 3, 2020*  

(*Session B will only be held if there is enough        

demand for two sessions) 

ORTHODONTIC MODULE UPDATE 

This is a three day lecture program hosted by          

Continuing Dental Education at the University of British 

Columbia and presented by Dr. Paul Witt, who has 

been teaching the Orthodontic Module at UBC since 

1981.  
 

The Update is open to CDAs and RDHs who have       

already completed an accredited Orthodontic Module.  

PROGRAM DATES: 

Lecture: May 20-22, 2020 

BUGS, PUS, AND DYSBIOSIS, OH MY! 

Understanding the Bidirectional Relationship of Oral and 

Systemic Health, with Penny Hatzimanolakis 

 

The understanding of the bidirectional connections is   

rapidly evolving, and primary oral healthcare providers 

and organizations are striving to improve ways to deliver  

healthcare more efficiently and effectively using current,            

evidence-informed methodologies. It is no longer        

acceptable to minimize or ignore the inflammatory      

burden and bacterial load that is placed on the overall 

health of the body by oral diseases. This program will 

review the current scientific literature on dental diseases 

and their association with systemic health. The program 

will support the participant with screening, approaches 

and management of oral-systemic connections into      

clinical practice to achieve comprehensive                   

patient-centred care plans.  

 

EVENING LECTURE: 

April 30, 2020  6:00 PM - 9:00 PM   
  

                          ************* 

There are several other spring courses available to RDHs. 

Please check our website for more information: 

www.dentistry.ubc.ca/cde/calendar/  

New courses are being added each week so please check 

back! 

For the UBC CDE Course Calendar, please click HERE  

Information about independent dental hygiene in our province. 
 
There are currently 56 independent dental hygiene businesses listed in the BCDHA Directory of Independent and 

Mobile Dental Hygienists in BC. This means that of the approximate 3800 dental hygienists practicing in our       

province, more than 56 are practicing in an independent setting. Independent dental hygiene clinics or practices 

may have more than one dental hygiene practitioner and there are many           

independent practitioners that we are not aware of.  

As an Independent Practitioner it is FREE to be included in the Directory of            

Independent and Mobile Dental Hygienists in BC, which is located on the BCDHA 

website at www.bcdha.com.  Look for this button > 

If you would like to know more about the Caring Campaign, are currently         

practicing independently, or interested in independent practice as a future career 

goal, please feel free to contact Wendy Jobs at wjobs@bcdha.com or                 

604-415-4559 ext. 304 or 250-960-0424. She is happy to discuss your questions 

or comments. 

Caring Campaign…(Continued from page 6) 

https://www.dentistry.ubc.ca/cde/orthodontic-module/
http://trk.cp20.com/click/cf03-1lf083-lkqjwl-5h15zsi0/
http://trk.cp20.com/click/cf03-1lf083-lkqjwm-5h15zsi1/
https://tst-dentistry.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2020/01/9390_Bugs-Pus-and-Dysbiosis.pdf
http://www.bcdha.com
mailto:wjobs@bcdha.com
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BCDHA members get your discounted tickets today! 

CDHA Board Award Nominations Close January 31 
 

Every year, CDHA’s board of directors celebrates exceptional        

volunteer service through its awards program, recognizing         

members who have made outstanding contributions to the dental 

hygiene  profession, either in their communities or nationally 

through the association. Do you know a member who fits this      

description? Consider nominating this person today for one of the 

following awards: Merit, Distinguished Service, or Life Membership.  

Deadline for nominations is January 31, 2020.  

www.cdha.ca/Awards  

Broadway Across Canada is thrilled to announce these four musical           

productions coming to the Queen Elizabeth Theatre as part of their exciting 

2020/2021 season!  

Kicking off the 2020-2021 season will be CHICAGO, Broadway’s razzle-

dazzle smash. Next is JESUS CHRIST SUPERSTAR, in a new mesmerizing 

production to celebrate its 50th Anniversary.  

This is followed by ANASTASIA, a dazzling show that will transport you from 

the twilight of the Russian Empire to the euphoria of Paris in the 1920s. Next 

up is season option COME FROM AWAY, a Best Musical winner all across 

North America. 

As of TODAY, Jesus Christ Superstar, Chicago and Come From Away 

are available for purchase through BCDHA’s promotional code page! 

Other shows will be available at later dates. 

http://vancouver.broadway.com/bcdental/  

Passcode: VANCOUVER 

Jesus Christ Superstar               
October 28 – November 1, 2020 

Chicago – September 15 – 20, 2020 

Anastasia – January 19 – 24, 2021 

Come From Away 
March 9 – 21, 2021 

There’s still time to purchase tickets for these upcoming 

shows! 

Finding Neverland                          
April 7 – 12, 2020  

Wicked,                         
July 9 – 26, 2020 

http://www.cdha.ca/Awards
https://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/chicago/
https://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/jesus-christ-superstar/
https://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/come-from-away/
http://vancouver.broadway.com/bcdental/
https://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/chicago/
https://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/come-from-away/
https://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/jesus-christ-superstar/
https://vancouver.broadway.com/shows/finding-neverland
https://edmonton.broadway.com/shows/wicked/
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