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Message from the Chair
It’s hard to imagine that throughout 2021, we
were still dealing with the challenges of COVID-19
and the many complications that the pandemic
brought to our everyday lives.
I want to commend all the Dental Hygienists,
Dental Hygiene Practitioners, Certified Dental
Assistants, and Dental Therapists who have continued to advocate for patients
and work through these times of uncertainty and stress.
I am so proud of the work BCDHA members do every single day to prevent
health challenges and improve health outcomes for all British Columbians.
This past year has seen ongoing change at BCDHA as we continue to look
ahead to the amalgamation of the Oral Health Colleges, the potential of a
National Dental Plan, and a renewed focus on oral health for all Canadians.
Our members have been engaged, responsive, and professional in sharing
their concerns for the future and their interest in forging new roles in primary
health care. Dental hygienists are first and foremost prevention specialists,
and we are excited to be advocating for opportunities that will push the
profession to expand into new areas.
We saw examples of this in 2021 after extensive advocacy by our BCDHA team,
when dental hygienists were one of the few professions granted the

opportunity to administer COVID-19 vaccinations.
This led to our first meeting with the Dental Therapists. We worked on their
behalf to achieve this mutual goal and ultimately, the BCDHA Board and
Membership determined that we would welcome the Dental Therapists as full
members of the Association, providing us with an opportunity to work
together and achieve our shared goals.
In 2021 we also formed the CDA Alliance with leaders from the CDA
profession. This will manifest in a three-year pilot project where we grow and
support the CDAs to build the type of Association that will balance their needs
while moving their advocacy efforts forward.
Let’s appreciate this opportunity to strengthen the ties between CDAs and
dental hygiene and see where this takes us over the next few years.
The growing BCDHA community continues to thrive. This is demonstrated by
the popularity of our regular online gatherings called Fireside Chats (and now
Coffee Chats with CDAs).
We continue with our ongoing presentations to students and study groups, a
strong practice support team to provide advice, numerous policy tables where
all members can be engaged in supporting policy, advocacy to government on
key issues that impact the profession, and so much more.
We invite all members to visit our website, check out our social media, or drop
by a Fireside Chat to hear what we’re working on and how you can be
involved.
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BCDHA Activities 2021-2022
GLOBAL END:
BCDHA exists as the collective provincial voice of dental hygienists
and to support members’ success in our progressive and respected
profession*.
* for a reasonable return on the investment of resources

ALL MEMBERS** HAVE ACCESS TO
RESOURCES
• Members have relevant opportunities to develop professionally.
• Members are supported to have a safe and healthy work environment.
• Members are connected to their professional community.
** includes current, student, retired, and non-practicing.

RESOURCES SUCH AS

WEBINARS
March 24, 2021 - HPV-Related Head and
Neck Cancers: A Changing Epidemiology
April 21, 2021 - HPV-The Impact on
Screening Practices
May 19, 2021 - HPV-Risk Management
and Prevention Strategies
June 20, 2021 - Dental Hygienists – How
to Survive Clinical Practice!
September 21, 2021 - The Oral Systemic
Message: Our Clients have never been
more ready, are you?
October 5, 2021 - Public Health Crisis –
Health Threats and How Dental Hygiene
Can Support an Equitable, Sustainable
and Resilient Recovery from COVID-19
November 22, 2021 - BCDHA/BCDA CoWebinar: The Effect of COVID-19 on the
Oral Health of Elders Living in LTC
January 17, 2022 - The Myths and
Secrets of Interprofessional Education &
Collaborative Practice with Dr. John Gilbert

And so much more...

THE PUBLIC is knowledgeable about dental
hygienists and values the profession’s unique
contributions.
•

Launch and utilization of new website to ease navigation for members.

•

Member Grants.

•

Enhanced social media program.

•

Media interviews with the ED about the pandemic, public health orders around
mandatory reporting/vaccinations

•
and Minister Adrian Dix.
•
•
•
•
•

BCDHA advocates for the evolution of the
profession through:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The advancement of dental hygiene education and research.
A diversity of careers within the profession.
Access to dental hygienists without barriers.
An increased scope of practice when appropriate.
Interprofessional collaboration across the healthcare sector.
Recognition of dental hygienists as the authority on preventative oral healthcare.

•

care system and inclusion of the profession in the development and implementation of healthy public policy.

•
inclusion.

•

•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•

Advocacy:
- Dental Hygienists enabled to become immunizers for COVID-19, Feb 2021

-

BCDHA facilitates and leads the Coalition of Health Professional Associations – The
Executive Directors of every health association in the province!

Staff Time Allocated to BCDHA Programs and Services

